National Legislation to Support EE – No Child Left Inside (NCLI) Approved by House Education and Labor Committee Today

This is a great day for environmental education, as part of a great year in environmental education.  Today the House Education and Labor Committee passed a modified version of the No Child Left Inside Act.  The amended version of the bill expands the National Environmental Education Act to: 

· Provide grants to ensure that teachers have the necessary knowledge and skills to teach environmental education;

· Provide grants to enhance state and national capacity for environmental education.

· States that create environmental literacy plans, detailing how all graduates will be environmentally literate, will be eligible for this funding. 

Yes, that’s right, your eyes aren’t deceiving you – legislation to support environmental education!  To find out more see: www.nclicoalition.org
Many thanks to the CAEE communications and outreach committee - who have been working to build awareness and support for this legislation in Colorado.  We would also like to thank the current Colorado co-sponsors for this bill: 

Representative Perlmutter

Representative DeGette

Senator Salazar

ACTION ALERT: So now that the bill has passed out of committee, it is expected that it will go to a vote in the House in early July.  That is not far away, so please watch for action alerts in your email.  We will likely be asking you to send emails and faxes to all of the Colorado Representatives and there will probably be a quick turnaround necessary on those requests.  If you’d like a sample letter, please contact me.   

BE A PART OF THE COALITION: Ask your organization to join the NCLI Coalition, which has grown to include roughly 350 groups across the country – from the areas of the environment, education, public health, business, outdoor recreation and others. Representing more than 20 million people, these groups all want to give schools the resources they need to offer excellent environmental lessons to students, both inside and outside the classroom.  To sign up go to: www.nclicoalition.org
Movement by the committee means that its leaders strongly support environmental education. The message is resonating that the environment is not a democrat or republican issue, and we can no longer afford to treat environmental education as optional.  We are grateful for this new level of recognition for the value and importance of environmental education, and excited to keep the momentum going.
