Board Meeting – by phone – Friday, September 07, 2007

9-10:00 AM

Members in “attendance”: Julie Wrend (holding proxy for Diane Simmons), Julie Gustafson (holding proxy for Richard Jurin), Jill Cooper (holding proxy for Skip Spensley), and Linda Hamilton

Absent: Diane Simmons, Richard Jurin, Skip Spensley, and Patrick Tennyson

Staff: Ali Goulstone Sweeney, Amanda Peterson, and Kate Gardner. 
Additional: Brenda Porter, a CAEE member working on her degree in non-profit management

Topics discussed:

· Advisory Council agenda.  An advisory meeting is scheduled for 2:30 – 5:00 pm on Thursday Nov 1. The board is to set the agenda.

Ali proposed a topic that would be suitable & timely for the Nov meeting – the status of the current and dynamic legislative issues/situations.  Ali mentioned that Sen. Gail Schwartz’s (Dist 5) office is supportive of environmental education in the K-12 school system. This is promising for EE in Co. and CAEE.

With some discussion and questions, we agreed that broadening that agenda topic to include what is occurring advocacy, policy-wise and to encompass the No Child Left Behind connection to No Child Left Inside Act, as well as explanation of the P-20 Council.  This would be a good time to relate how to contact legislators and suitable verbiage for different issues. 

Linda asked for clarity of CAEE’s role in all this – expertise, background in education.

Jill asked if CAEE knew of the role/direction of corporations in any of this. CAEE will do some homework on this.  She recommended that we all be “on the same page”.

Ali will re-send us the draft that was prepared for the legislature – for us to review.

If an “Advocacy 101” group is a part of the advisory council, then we need to make sure that people understand the rules around 501c(3) organizations and lobbying.

Board nominations and elections will also occur at the Nov Advisory Council meeting. 

· Board Elections
4 board positions are up for re-election: Patrick, Linda – still undecided, need to let Ali know.

Jill – planning to run again

Richard – after 6 years, stepping down

Ali will send the board nomination form and responsibilities to everyone.  Several names were mentioned: Brett Bruyere (CSU), Kevin Duran, Lakshman Guruswamy (CU or School of Mines), Carol Basile (connection w/ P-20).  We all felt it would be good to have someone either in higher education and/or involved in climate change. We also agreed that cultural diversity continues to be an important factor. 

· Auction Update:  Amanda gave the current status of our auction donations items and their value ($1200). We are below where we were this time last year ($15,000). Our items need to be in by Oct 17.  Something to remember: 10 items and 10 people.

Linda expressed need to “see” what this event is going to look like. Are we having auction items out for the whole event or some items for each day, when will the auction take place, etc.  

Ali and Amanda are working on the details.

Film wise: 90 have been submitted, 25 will be chosen. Amanda says there are great films and interest.

· President’s Award
Board members need to submit to Ali people we think are good board candidates w/ a sentence or two about them.  This is an award to an individual who stands out. Past awardees have been: Mayor Hickenlooper, Doug Whitehead, CSFS State Forester.  They are typically people outside the field who impact it in some way.  

· Benevon Review
Endowment: going well – 100% participation from the Board members

                      Mike Way & Liz Gardner are about to send out letters to former board members, etc.

LMC Community Foundation has offered CAEE another option- and that is to be a part of their online giving program called “Giving First”.  Ali is working on the CAEE profile that will go live on October 3.  LMC Community Foundation will pay the credit card expenses for donations through this system.  They are also offering a matching incentive starting on October 3 and going until they’ve matched $50,000 for all of the nonprofits that are a part of the program (they expect it will be gone in 2-3 days).  

Point of Entry  - or CAEE 101: 10/3 3:30 pm - Point of Entry 101. Please invite others to come and find out about CAEE and give us feedback on our programs and services.  

Ask Event: “The Be the Change Breakfast” 12/5 at 8:30am.  We would love to have some table captains for this event..

Next Board Meeting – 10/18 5 pm @ CAEE

Phone board meeting – 11/7 9-10 am. 

Meeting adjourned at 10 AM. 

Respectively submitted, Linda Hamilton
