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Talking Points Regarding Environmental Literacy and the 

Draft Colorado Academic Standards for Social Studies
With the revision of the state educational standards, environmental literacy has the potential to be a part of what all Colorado learners are required to know and be able to do. CAEE is currently working to develop a recommendation from the EE community for changes to the first draft of the social studies standards.   As you attend public meetings and send in comments to the Colorado Department of Education, consider the following.

Preparing to talk about the Standards:

The new social studies standards are articulated grade by grade and include 21st century and workforce readiness skills.  These additions make the standards document significantly longer than it was previously, even though the standards and grade level expectations are fewer in number.  Consider using the “Grade Level Expectations at a Glance” on page 22 of the draft document to decide where you will be able to give the most valuable feedback rather than reviewing the whole document.  There are strong connections to environmental education in geography, economics, and civics standards.  The full standards document can be downloaded from: http://www.cde.state.co.us/cdeassess/UAS/DraftStandards.html. 
Focus your comments on the content and organization of the standards and grade level expectations rather than the format (i.e., decision to move to grade by grade standards or the inclusion of PreK standards).  

Your presence and comments during the public tour are important.  Speak and comment on aspects that are relevant for you.  Comments in support of environmental education in general will build understanding and context for a more detailed and specific recommendation that will be sent in writing to the CDE from the EE community. Depending on your interests in the standards, talking points on both environmental education and specific trends within the draft social studies standards are included below. 

As you review the standards:

Consider the following as you make suggestions and comments or send your comments to CAEE at info@caee.org to be included in a written recommendation.

· Look for ways that decision-making, action and responsibility as a citizen can be infused or strengthened within the standards, especially in geography.
· Recommend approaches to maintain age-appropriateness and increase the thinking skills used (interpret, compare, apply, solve, analyze, infer, plan, design, invent, assess, judge, conclude).

· Consider the “teachability” of the standards in the classroom.

· Consider the grade level placement of each of the concepts.
Supporting Environmental Education:
There is a strong emphasis on the environment and environmental issues throughout the draft geography standards and a strong emphasis on decision making (i.e. consumer behavior) in the economic standards.  Civics standards focus heavily on responsibility within both local and global contexts.  All of these represent elements of environmental education.  Research shows that environmental education is effective education that teaches learners how to think, not what to think.  During opportunities to comment, use the following general support for environmental education to build understanding and context for a more detailed and specific recommendation that will be sent in writing to CDE from the EE community.

Environmental Education:

· Improves overall academic performance, self-esteem, personal responsibility, community involvement, and personal health

· Enhances student engagement and motivation

· Provides authentic, real world learning opportunities relevant to learners

· Ensures excellence in education

· Prepares students for the challenges they will face after they finish school

· Provides critical hands-on learning and direct outdoor experiences for the intellectual and physical health of learners

· Creates opportunities for the development of personal connections with the natural and cultural landscape of communities

· Promotes responsible citizenship and decision making

· Broadens career development opportunities especially related to Colorado’s new energy economy

· Develops a workforce capable of meeting challenges and improving the quality of life in Colorado

Strengths of the New Draft Social Studies Standards
Consider sharing support for the connections to environmental education that are included in the new draft of the standards.

1. Prepared graduate competencies for social studies, as a whole, incorporate issue investigation, problem solving, and decision making and even the description of social studies education (pg 16) highlights the importance of the environment by saying, “[Social Studies] provides us with the context and understanding of how humans interact with each other and the with the environment over time.”
2. The new standards support the prominent inclusion of 21st and Workforce Readiness Skills.  The framework divides skills into three categories including:  21st Century Skills and Readiness Competencies, Applying Social Studies (History, Geography, Economics, and Civics) in Society and Using Technology, and the Nature of Social Studies.  This framework allows for measurable outcomes and increases the “teachability” of skills that help develop environmentally literate citizens.
3. Geography has a strong focus on human and environmental interactions and has strong connections to environmental education.  The draft standards challenge learners to think about the benefits and consequences of these interactions.  These connections provide learners with opportunities for real-world, authentic learning about relevant issues.
4. Economics standards create excellent opportunities for the infusion and integration of environmental education into the classroom.  The emphasis on personal choices and decision making provides a window for teachers to help learners understand their responsibility to the environment as a consumer.

5. The language in the personal financial responsibility standards was used effectively to make learning directly relevant to the students.  While every student may not become a geographer or a historian as a career, every student has the opportunity to become a financially literate citizen.  This language draws direct and personal connections to daily life and behavior.  Committees should consider similar language across the standards to make learning more relevant.
Recommendations for Improvement

Consider suggesting the following improvements during opportunities for comment:

1. The social studies standards lack diversity in thinking skills used.  The language used frequently asks learners to explain, describe, identify, or analyze. Learners are capable of using additional higher order thinking skills (compare, synthesize, design, plan, interpret, or evaluate) and language should reflect these skills in conjunction with relevant topics and age appropriateness.

2. Environmental and societal issue investigation plays a large role in the new draft standards.  Learners are asked to identify issues, evaluate costs and benefits, and sometimes identify solutions.  Outside of civics, learners are rarely asked to evaluate their personal views in light of information, recognize the need for action, plan and take action, or evaluate the results of action.  All of which are important parts of 21st century skills in critical thinking, self-direction, invention, and collaboration and readiness skills of logical reasoning and argumentation, identification and solving of problems, and analysis and interpretation skills.
3. The description of social studies education (page 16) cites “a responsible citizenry” as a main goal of social studies education several times.  Civics standards have a strong emphasis on personal responsibility and involvement as a citizen; however, this is weakly represented across the other social studies content areas.  Geography, economics, and history should include personal responsibility and involvement as a citizen.
4. Language used in the civics standards in the elementary grades is often advanced and not written to be learner centric.  Careful consideration should be taken to ensure that the language reflects age-appropriate learning.
Contribute to a Written Recommendation

CAEE will be creating and submitting a written recommendation for the draft social studies standards from the environmental education community and there are several ways to be involved.  If your organization would consider supporting a written recommendation or write a recommendation letter to CDE please contact CAEE at info@caee.org.  You can also submit any comments/suggestions for inclusion to the recommendation to info@caee.org.   
Phase II Regional Tour for Public Feedback Schedule

	Phase II Regional Tour for Public Feedback 
Please join us in a public feedback forum to give your impressions of the revised standards in civics, economics, geography, and history, and to review the new expectations in personal financial literacy. 
Despite a tight budget which prevents a more extensive tour per phase, we will also have a listening log and business and other sectors of advisory outreach for feedback.
All meetings will take place from 5:30-7:30 p.m.
Date
Location
 Venue
Monday, Aug. 10, 2009
Grand Junction
Doubletree Hotel
743 Horizon Dr
Grand Junction  
970-241-8888
Tuesday, Aug. 11, 2009
Denver
Doubletree Hotel
7801 East Orchard Rd
Greenwood Village
303-779-6161
Monday, Aug. 17, 2009
Westminster
Doubletree Hotel
8773 Yates Dr
Westminster  
303-427-4000
Tuesday, Aug. 18, 2009
Edwards
Inn & Suites @ Riverwalk
27 Main St
Edwards
(970) 926-0606
Wednesday, Aug. 19, 2009
Durango
Doubletree Hotel
501 Camino Del Rio
Durango
970-259-6580
Thursday, Aug. 20, 2009
Fort Collins
Hilton Hotel
425 W Prospect Rd 
Fort Collins
970 482-2626
Tuesday, Aug. 25, 2009
Burlington
TBD
Wednesday, Aug. 26, 2009
Colorado Springs
Antlers Hilton
4 South Cascade Ave
Colorado Springs 
719-955-5600



 

