Theme 2 – Foundations of Environmental Education
In general:

Utah: Utah mentors assess whether the candidate has met the competency.  How each competency is met is up to the mentor and candidate (i.e., a 3 page paper is not required).

Acceptable demonstration methods

Each portfolio, like each candidate, will be unique. Mentors will help candidates produce an effective portfolio that provides sufficient evidence for certification.  Every indicator needs tangible evidence. A portfolio of competency-based evidence may contain a variety of inserts including:

· Demonstration or observed performance (i.e. a mentor’s observation report)

· Finished or end product

· Work documents or records

· Visuals – video, photos

· Records of recent projects, assignments or excerpts from work diary

· Reports from managers

· Report from mentor

· Report from others

· Examples from home, social activities, or volunteer work

· Responding to questions to guided discussion lead by the mentor

· Reading reflections

· Review of lesson plans

· Brochures

· Articles

· Research 

· Publications

· Special assignments devised you mentor and candidate 

Texas: Texas requires statements about each competency ranging from 1 page to 3 pages.  Reviewers score the statements.
Kentucky: Kentucky teaches a course - Course 2: Foundations of Environmental Education. This course is assessed through a series of very short essays about the readings.  Not the most successful part of the course.  KY is rethinking it.
Specifically – 
See table next page. 

Need to discuss assessment options:

“How? Statements” below are just ideas and not all-inclusive or mutually exclusive.

Other Ideas:
online course
online discussion groups
does it need to be a paper?
Sessions at conference
short answer test
would like to see variety
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	Theme 2 - Foundations of Environmental Education
Environmental educators have a basic understanding of the goals, theory, practice, and history of the field of environmental education. This knowledge provides a solid foundation on which educators can build their own practice

	2.1 Fundamental Characteristics and Goals of Environmental Education

Environmental educators understand environmental education as a distinct field and know its defining characteristics and goals.

	2.1.1 Identify the goals and objectives of environmental education as laid out in founding documents of the field, such as the Belgrade Charter (UNESCO-UNEP, 1976) and Tbilisi Declaration (UNESCO, 1978), as well as in more recent definitions such as Agenda 21 (UNCED, 1992).
	A certified environmental educator will be able to describe the goals, objectives and characteristics of environmental education that contribute to making it a distinct field.  
	Describe the concept of EE based on the Belgrade Charter (UNESCO-UNEP, 1976), Tbilisi Declaration (UNESCO, 1978), and a more recent definition of your choice (e.g., Agenda 21 (UNCED, 1992)).  Describe how these goals/objectives influence EE and are reflected in your organization’s mission or program.
Source: TX and UT
Note: are these the documents we want?
	Described the concept of EE based on the Belgrade Charter (UNESCO-UNEP, 1976), Tbilisi Declaration (UNESCO, 1978), and a more recent definition.  Described how these goals/objectives influence EE and are reflected in organization’s mission or program.
Note: should separate competencies be separated?
How? 

	2.1.2 Know about the goals and objectives for environmental education in Colorado as described in the 2005 Colorado Environmental Education Master Plan.
	
	Describe one goal of the Colorado Environmental Education Master Plan and how you are working toward accomplishing that goal.
Source: CO
	Described one goal of the Colorado Environmental Education Master Plan and work toward accomplishing that goal.
How? Submit to CAEE online system.

	2.1.3 Describe the broad view that environmental education takes of “environment,” incorporating concepts such as systems, interdependence, and interactions among humans, other living organisms, the physical environment, and the built or designed environment.
	
	
	

	2.1.4 Characterize environmental education as an interdisciplinary field and provide examples of ways in which it draws on and integrates knowledge and skills from across different subjects.
	
	Describe at least three key characteristics of EE referencing the NPEEE (National Project for Excellence in EE) Guidelines.
Source: UT
	Described at least three key characteristics of EE referencing the National Project for Excellence in EE (NPEEE) Guidelines.
How? User of RR system, graduate of course about EE, attend training in guidelines. Read guidelines and write a statement.

	2.1.5 Understand how environmental education's focus on environmental literacy relates to the need to provide opportunities for learners to move from awareness to informed action.
	 
	Identify the 7 major components of environmental literacy. Note: Is this part necessary? [Discuss influences that have contributed to the evolution of these concepts.  Discuss the need to provide opportunities for learners to enhance their capacity for independent thinking.]
Source: TX
	Listed 7 major components of environmental literacy.
How? graduate of course about EE, read article and write a statement

	2.1.6 Recognize environmental education as a tool toward environmental stewardship.
	 
	 
	 

	2.2 How Environmental Education is Implemented

Environmental educators understand that environmental education encompasses a variety of settings, audiences, providers, and methods and that sources of support, program requirements, and other factors vary from context to context.  For a statewide listing of environmental education programs and resources, visit CAEE’s online database/directory at www.caee.org. 

	2.2.1 Identify individuals, organizations, and agencies delivering formal and nonformal environmental education programs.  
	 A certified environmental educator will be able to identify two major national and two state EE providers and the resources they offer.
	Identify two national and two state EE providers and support services. Indicate how each entity can benefit you with your environmental education efforts (funding, resources, speakers, field experiences, workshops, etc.).
Source: NAAEE and TX
	Listed two national and two state EE providers and support services and indicated benefits

How? Entry in online system, reviewer for resource review, participant in local regional group, write a statement

	2.2.2 Be familiar with national, regional, state, and local environmental education programs and support services, including funding sources and resources.
	 
	 
	 

	2.2.3 Identify efforts to link formal education and nonformal programs through partnerships and collaborations.
	Note: How important are partnerships?
	 
	 

	2.2.4 Understand how school policies, state or local mandates, and federal legislation influence environmental education efforts.
	A certified environmental educator will be able to discuss how at least one current policy impacts his or her day-to-day work.
	Discuss how two school policies, state or local mandates for environmental education and federal legislation influence environmental education efforts.
Source: TX
	Discussed two state or local mandates and federal legislation that influence environmental education efforts
How?

	2.2.5 Describe ways in which environmental education supports education reform goals.
	
	 
	 

	2.2.6 Identify environmental education’s role in professional development and continuing education experiences.
	 
	 
	 

	2.2.7 Describe how different methods of environmental education fit into the overall goal of developing responsible environmentally literate individuals. 
	 
	 
	 

	2.3 The Evolution of the Field of Environmental Education

Environmental educators are familiar with the growth of the field of environmental education.

	2.3.1 Discuss how various educational and social movements have contributed to the development of the field of environmental education.  Identify how these movements differ from environmental education, and discuss their influence today.
Examples of these movements include:  education-based (natural history, outdoor education, conservation education, ecology education, challenge/adventure education and inquiry-based), social and cultural awareness (recreation, Native American Heritage, and environmental justice) and environmental (watershed approach, human health, and sustainability).
	A certified environmental educator will be able to explain the evolution of the field of environmental education, by citing and describing the significance or impact of two historical documents, three movements (historical and emerging), two policies, and three individuals in making the field what it is today.
Note: text in red included in 2.1.1 and 2.2.4
	Describe three historical and/or emerging movements that influenced the development of the field of EE
Source: NAAEE and UT
	Described three historical and/or emerging movements that influenced the development of the field of EE
How?


Describe the significance or impact of three individuals that influenced the development of the field of EE?

	Combo: NAAEE and UT
	Described the significance or impact of three individuals that influenced the development of the field of EE
How?

	2.3.2 Discuss how the work of bodies such as the Brundtland Commission (Brundtland, 1987), the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED, 1992), the International Conference on Environment and Society (UNESCO 1997), and the World Summit on Sustainable Development (2002) has influenced—or might influence— environmental education.  Other works to discuss include Environmental Protection Agency's report on Environmental Justice, Agenda 21, Earth and Faith and work from the National Science Teacher Association (NSTA). 
	 
	 
	 

	2.3.3 Identify current and emerging issues in the field of environmental education. For example, evaluate assertions that environmental education focuses more on advocacy rather than education and discuss how these assertions are affecting environmental educators and education programs. Other examples might include: reduction of content with field-based work, scientific accuracy of EE instruction, liability, and evaluation and assessment.
	 
	Describe at least one emerging trend in EE.
UT
	Described at least one emerging trend in EE.
How?

	 
	 
	Relate how emerging trends are affecting the field of EE today
UT
	Related how emerging trends are affecting the field of EE today.
How?

	2.3.4 Discuss how current educational reform in related fields shape and support current practices in environmental education (i.e., NSTA standards, National Resource Council Standards, No Child Left Behind, CSAP, etc.).
	 
	 
	 

	2.3.5 Discuss past and current research findings from environmental education and their effect on how environmental education might be perceived, defined, or practiced.
	 
	Research one specific environmental education study, describe the findings and discuss their effect on how environmental education might be perceived, defined, or practiced. 
TX
	Listed specific findings from one environmental education study and described their effect on environmental education.
Online submission – creates database of available research

	2.3.6 Understand and appreciate the historical events in environmental education in Colorado. A historical perspective allows one to identify trends and cycles.  See Appendix C for a brief history of environmental education in Colorado. 
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